
Cows that eat less in the close-up period are a 
greater risk:

 Cows that developed subclinical ketosis 
(SCK) in the week after calving ate less 
before and after calving relative to cows 
that remained healthy

 Cows that are at risk for getting sick tend 
to be socially subordinate

Managing the vulnerable transition cow

Take Home Messages
 Cows that consume less dry matter before calving are at risk for disease after calving
 Minimize overstocking and regrouping during the transition period 
 Cows that spent longer standing with 2 feet in the stall are more likely to develop claw lesions

Can changes in behaviour identify 
cows at risk of disease?

What management factors affect 
feeding and social behaviour?

Is lameness a transition cow disease?

Overstocking at the feed bunk: 
 Increases competition
 Decreases time spent feeding
 Increases time standing without eating

When moved to a new pen, cows:
 Decrease feed intake
 Reduce rumination
 Spend less time at the bunk

Avoid damage to the claw: 
 Cows that stand more during transition 

are more likely to develop severe sole 
lesions during peak lactation

 The difference in standing time is driven 
by more time spent standing with only 2 
feet in the stall

UBC's Animal Welfare Program is supported by funding from NSERC's Industrial Research Chair Program with industry contributions from Dairy Farmers of Canada (Ottawa, ON, Canada) British Columbia Dairy Association (Burnaby, BC Canada), Westgen Endowment Fund (Milner, BC, Canada), Intervet Canada Corporation (Kirkland, QC, Canada), Novus International Inc. 
(Oakville, ON, Canada) Zoetis (Kirkland, QC, Canada), BC Cattle Industry Development Fund (Kamloops, BC, Canada), Alberta Milk (Edmonton, AB, Canada), Valacta (St. Anne-de-Bellevue, QC, Canada) and CanWest DHI (Guelph, ON, Canada). For more information contact: Dr. Marina von Keyserlingk (nina@mail.ubc.ca) or Dr. Dan Weary (danweary@mail.ubc.ca)

About 30 to 50% of all dairy cows succumb to some form of illness in the first month after calving 
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