
Do cows want to be outside? A progress report

Indoors vs. Pasture Indoors vs. Sand Pack Indoors vs. Bark Mulch Pack

Cows show a strong preference for pasture but will also make use of alternative outdoor packs

Providing pasture access for dairy cows may not always be feasible, so new research at UBC is 
testing alternative outdoor options 

During the summer months, cows spend the majority of the night outdoors when provided access 
to pasture. When provided access to a sand or bark mulch pack, cows spend close to half of the 
night outdoors.

UBC's Animal Welfare Program is supported by funding from NSERC's Industrial Research Chair Program with industry contributions from Dairy Farmers of Canada (Ottawa, ON, Canada) British Columbia Dairy Association (Burnaby, BC Canada), Westgen Endowment Fund (Milner, BC, Canada), Intervet Canada Corporation (Kirkland, QC, Canada), Novus International Inc. 
(Oakville, ON, Canada), Zoetis (Kirkland, QC, Canada), BC Cattle Industry Development Fund (Kamloops, BC, Canada), Alberta Milk (Edmonton, AB, Canada), Valacta (St. Anne-de-Bellevue, QC, Canada) and CanWest DHI (Guelph, ON, Canada). For more information contact: Dr. Marina von Keyserlingk (nina@mail.ubc.ca) or Dr. Dan Weary (danweary@mail.ubc.ca)


